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About the roundtable:
"Rethinking Theology" is a group of young scholars working on
the role theology plays and can play in the crises and aporias
of the twenty-first century asking what ultimately matters. In
this panel each of the five members of "Rethinking Theology"
will give a brief summary of how their investigation into the
present state and future possibilities of theology can draw on
Simone Weil. The panel is envisaged as a virtual roundtable
which will include issues like: how Weil’s concept of
decreation speaks to the growing confluence of climate
denialism and Christian white nationalism; how Weil’s
analysis of force illuminates contemporary research in
sociology and political science; Weil’s understanding of
beauty and prayer and their relationship to negative
aesthetic circumstances and feelings; Weil’s reception and
re-application of biblical imaginaries against the backdrop of
fundamentalist biblicism; and eusymbiotic practices in times
of the pandemic and the loss of solidarity. In striving for a
politically sensitive theology, "Rethinking Theology" is
committed to transcending the political thinker/religious
thinker divide in Weil scholarship - not only to do justice to
Weil, but also heading for a theology that is accountable to
the political implications it always bears.

About the
speakers

Joanna Winterø
Joanna holds a MA in Theology and is a
trained pastor. She is currently a PhD fellow
at the University of Copenhagen, working on
Simone Weil's concepts of force and
attention in context of intersubjectivity and
attunement. In this study she draws on
Hartmut Rosa’s sociological theory of
acceleration and resonance to add new
perspectives to the question of interpersonal
attunement and openness. The study aims to
discuss how notions of force and
acceleration are closely connected to the
concept of privilege, and the role of privilege
in openness to human attunement.

Tom Sojer
Tom is interested in processes, techniques,
and practices when something turns into
flesh and blood (tropology), when something
materializes or "incarnates". His work moves
along the intersections of late modern
mysticism, performance art, and theopoetics.
Here, he engages primarily with the writings
of Simone Weil. With her, he tries to explore
the ancient heritage of tropological exegesis
along with the insights of Continental
philosophy.

Gwen Dupré
Gwen is a DPhil student at the Faculty of
Theology and Religion, University of Oxford.
Her work focuses on embodiment and the
metaphysics of nothingness in Simone Weil's
late religious philosophy.

Emily King
Emily is the Elsa Marty Fellow at University of
Chicago Divinity School. She graduated from
Stanford University with a B.A. with honors
and distinction in English literature, having
completed her honors thesis “Poetry as
Decreation: Impersonality and Grace in T.S.
Eliot and Simone Weil,” which received the
Robert M. Golden Medal in 2019. Her work
focuses on the intersection of theology and
literature.

Mac Loftin
Mac is a PhD candidate in Theology at
Harvard University, where he studies the
relationship between Christian theology and
political thought, principally in relation to farright white nationalisms in the twentieth
century and today. His research explores
theology as a site of contestation in times of
crisis, drawing on psychoanalytic and
poststructuralist theories of subjectivity and
relation as well as theologies of incarnation,
sacrament, repentance, and vulnerability. His
dissertation is on the theological antifascisms
of Weil, Bataille, and Bonhoeffer.

